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Salvemini, Gaetano 
The French Revolution, 1788-1792 


Holt. Sept. 24, 1954. 343p. $5.00. 


The original Italian edition this book appeared 
1905. Since then has been re-edited many times and 
translations have been made; but this the first Eng- 
lish version. The explanation offered for this delay 
that the author was exile from his native land for 
over twenty years and was actively engaged the 
struggle against Fascism that was unable revise 
his book with the data recent historical research. 
Now that this task has been accomplished, the book 
has been ably translated Rawson. 


This study the French Revolution “in far 
consisted the violent destruction the feudal and 
monarchical regime.” Because the monarchy was for- 
mally abolished September 21, 1792, the book closes 
with this event rather than with the death Louis 


XVI. 


The first two chapters are devoted the social con- 
ditions and the intellectual movement the eigh- 
teenth-century France. They furnish 
background for understanding the Revolution. 
There doubt that social conditions were frightful 
among the lower classes and luxury rife among the 
nobility and higher clergy. But nowhere does Salve- 
mini give proper credit the lower clergy and their 
role French life. gives the intellectual views 
Voltaire, Saint-Just, Montesquieu, Rousseau and 
number French abbés; but fails mention that 
many these abbés propagating strange socialistic ideas 
Were apostate priests. 


summarizes well the events which the privileged 
classes the nobility and clergy were deprived their 
power and which feudalism was abolished favor 
full freedom and ownership the land the bour- 
geoisie. few but well-chosen strokes the personalities 
Louis XVI, Marie-Antoinette, Mirabeau, Marat, Ro- 
bespierre, Danton and Lafayette are sketched. How 
their abilities and limitations affected the course 
events emphasized. explains the political pro- 
grams the Jacobins, Girondists and Feuillants well 
the struggle for power between the Assembly and 
the Commune. 

One chapter entitled: “The Civil Constitution the 
When the Assembly inherited the crown’s 
financial debts, there was one easy way recoup—to 
confiscate the property the Church. Once this deci- 
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sion was reached, the clergy could supported only 
the number clerical posts were reduced and the 
income benefices limited. accomplish these ends 
religious orders were abolished, and the remaining 
priests were required take the oath loyalty the 
Civil Constitution the Clergy. Concerning these 
acts Salvemini writes: great majority the depu- 
ties had ulterior anti-religious motives; they con- 
sidered that they were keeping their legislative duty 
they reformed the external organization the 
Church without violating its dogma.” may seri- 
ously doubted whether these deputies were sincerely 
motivated credits them. Church opposition 
such interference was not reactionary policy, Salve- 
mini would seem indicate, but was based the con- 
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viction that civil authorities have right change the 
organization the Church. 


Undoubtedly the author regards his book objec- 
tive and factual review the French Revolution; but 
when states that this movement “broke out all 
feudal and priest ridden countries,” that “it extreme- 
doubtful whether the ‘natural rights’ mankind 
can said exist all,” that “Rousseau’s ‘social con- 
tract’ has gone join ‘natural law’ the limbo out 
date and forgotten theories,” interjecting into 
otherwise informative account his own prejudices. 
other words, this popular, well-integrated, inter- 
esting survey that cataclysmic series events known 
the French Revolution; but must read with 


critical eye. 
Harry Koenig, Ph.D., 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 


Mundelein, Illinois 


Wellman, Paul Glory, God and Gold 
Doubleday. Oct. 21, 1954. 402p. $6.00. 


This most excellent contribution the Southwest 
“Americana” should must the reading list 
American history students. could certainly well 
used the Hollywood script writers who are getting 
toward the end their collective pens and pencils for 
“westerners.” This fascinating work covers almost 
much territory history and leaves the reviewer 
whole lot better informed and much more interested 
the doings the “makers” the United States, 
from Coronado the “‘shining armor” Wyatt Earp 
the “blazing six shooter.” The style almost fic- 
tional and had the urge not put aside until the 
work was thoroughly read. The characters who ride 
trudge through its pages are literally “who’s who” 
conquistadors, friars, Indian caciques, trappers, bull- 
wackers, cowboys, cattle kings, Texan Builders Em- 
pire, politicians, man and all kinds very 
much alive the printed pages Mr. Wellman’s 
work that they make the pages sparkle. Only one word 
disagreement and that the lack appreciation 
the spiritual motivation that drive the Missionaries 
“God and Glory” rather than “Gold” and rather 
hazy understanding just what the Inquisition was. 
Perhaps Mr. Wellman could spend few hours with 
“Vacandard” and put quietly back his shelf 
the den, Kingsley’s “Westward Ho.” But the above 
observation minor one work that generally 
fair all concerned and will make for many hours 
pleasant reading and fuller knowledge people 
and time too little known. 

Berkeley Kines, 

Associate Professor History, 

University Scranton 


O’Meara, Walter The Spanish Bride 
Putnam. Oct. 29, 1954. 370p. $3.95. 

rather long, involved story Walter O’Meara traces 
the career Spanish girl, the beautiful, green-eyed 
Josefina Maria del Carmen Torres, from her earliest 
days Avila, Spain, the year 1720 when, installed 
the Governor’s palace Santa Fé, she the mis- 
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tress Don Antonio Valverde, Governor and Captain- 
General the Kingdom New Mexico. 


her childhood days Josefina had experienced the 
direst poverty. The memory that poverty stayed 
with her even after she had become famous Sola, 
the leading dancer and actress Madrid. was 
perhaps that memory, well the worldly advice 
her benefactress, Dofia Manuela, that drove her into 
the arms one wealthy “amigo” protector after 
another, according which one could give her more 
advantages. 


When the powerful noble, Don Lorenzo, who was the 
lover Manuela, threw himself her feet 
Josefina spurned his love and made him appear ridicu- 
lous. Fearful his anger she was forced flee and 
she took refuge, finally, with impecunious band 
strolling players. Secretive about her past the fam- 
ous Sola, she was known “La los Ojos 
Verdes.” 


was this point that Don Antonio, Spain after 
having spent years the outposts New Spain, 
met the green-eyed beauty, and she, seeing chance 
escape from Spain, bargained with him. Don An- 
tonio had kept his word. She reigned Josefina, 
mistress the Governor. 
Now, however, Josefina sensed the waning Don An- 
tonio’s power and schooled life think first her- 
self, looked about for more secure future. She 
cided, therefore, cast her lot with Don Villasur who 
was young and vigorous and experienced war and 
politics. 
The story how Josefina planned that Don Pedro 
should lead the Entrada into the wild country north 
Indians and the French, thereby gaining the gratitude 
the King Spain and possible prestige and glory; 
the strange twist fate that made imperative that 
Josefina accompany Don Pedro and his foredoomed 
and pitifully inadequate little band the dangerous 
journey make the second part the book. The 
next part describes the journey detail—the slow 
progress the group, the immensity and the loneliness 
the great Southwest, the fierce battle that brought 
death all but Josefina. 
Mr. O’Meara has done good job trying re-create 
the Spain those days well life the frontiers 
known facet New World history may probably 
hold your interest. 

Rose Belvedere, 


Brooklyn, New York 


Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1954, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Katherine (IIb) 

View from Pompey’s Head (IIb) 
Soldier Fortune (IIb) 

Not Stranger (IIb) 
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Mary Anne (IIb) 

The Fall Titan (IIb) 

The Royal Box (Ila) 

Good Morning, Miss Dove (1) 


Peale 

Roth 
Sandburg 
Willoughby 
Costain 


The Power Positive Thinking (IIb) 
Cry Tomorrow (IIb) 

Abraham Lincoln (Ila) 

MacArthur: 1941-51 (Ila) 

The White and the Gold (I) 


The Woman With Past 


Groussard, Serge 
Oct. 11, 1954. 


Translated Daphne Woodward. Dutton. 
283p. $3.00. 

The author, member the French underground 
who spent some time solitary confinement after his 
arrest the Gestapo, was indeed qualified through 
his own experience write this novel full tension 
and excitement. Mado had married Fernand Lemoine, 
the owner Swan Park, moment dishearten- 
ment because her mother was growing old and they 
had money left. The bee farmer had offered her 
comfort and security. However, her life with him for 
the past fifteen years had not been happy one. Her 
mother now dead, she felt terribly alive and thirsting 
for life. She was bored the big white-walled house, 
for she was only minor interest her much older 
whom she considered rough selfish. 
Attracted Pablo, Spaniard, who was the manager 
the farm, and whom Mado’s eyes “was good 
another” she has affair with him. But one day, 
Fernand catches them. Losing control herself, her 
mind perfect blank, half paralyzed terror, she fired 
upon her husband and killed him. Pablo makes her 
leave and intends take the blame upon himself. 


During the following five days “the woman with 
past” flees from the scene the crime 
which travels the canals Northern France and 
its way Paris. Malard, the skipper, who senses her 
crime wishes help her and learns love her; Jean- 
jean, the ambitious young mate, who knowing Mado 
through the newspapers considers turning her over 
the police; Mado, whose goal reach Paris 
order give the 600,000 francs for Pablo’s children. 
Will she then turn herself over the police? 


The five days the barge seem more important 
the reader than the crime realistic picture 
the emotions three people: one despair and 
terror, one impulsion and passion, another tense 
emotion and sincerity. The sense pursuit 
tealistic and vivid that one feels that the author 
merely telling some his own escapes from the 
German Gestapo. 


This reviewer having read the original French 
tealizes the excellent translation the work. Daphne 


Groussard Lives the Saints 
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Woodward has recreated the atmosphere, the simplicity 
and the skilled craftsmanship the author. 
This novel which has won the “Prix Femina” has been 
well received France and also England. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University New Orleans, 
New Orleans, Lauisiana 


* 


Astrup, Helen, and Jacot, 
Oslo Intrigue, Woman’s Memoir 
the Norwegian Resistance 

McGraw-Hill. Sept. 30, 1954. 237p. $3.50. 


the sub-title indicates, this story Norway 
during the last war—it the autobiography Helen 
Astrup, widow Norwegian sea captain and mother 
little girl, Mrs. Astrup English, but was 
living Oslo the time the German Occupation. 
She became active the Resistance when she wanted 
help the escape freedom Jewish family 
her apartment building. The successful accomplish- 
ment this mission was followed assignment 
deliver copies the Resistance newspaper various 
places Oslo. She also helped gaining information 
for the Underground and aiding people sought 
the Secret Police escane freedom Sweden. 
often happened people involved Resistance 
work, her connection was discovered the Police and 
she was forced flee the country with Kirsti. They 
found sefety London where they are now living. 


After the war she chanced meet Colonel Jacot, man 
had helped escape. the time she was suffering bad- 
from insomnia caused dream that haunted her 
day and night. She imagined that she saw dead hand 
wherever she looked, her purse, drawer, and on. 
told her she only needed rest, but fear 
the dream’s recurrence made this impossible. Long 
talks with Colonel Jacot about her adventures Nor- 
way proved the cure and the subject for the book. 
attempt made portray her exceptional 
character leader withcut whose the Resistance 
would Her own feelings her daring are shown 
her statement: “It all very well strong and 
courageous theory. Every woman has imagined 
situations like this—but living through one them 
person, simply told, not hair-raising nature, but 
carries the reader’s interest throughout. good 
book, worth reading. 
Marie Popecki, 
Washington, 


Lives the Saints 

(Introduction Father Thomas Plassman, O.F.M.; editorial 
supervision Father Joseph Vann, O.F.M. John Craw- 
ley Co. Sept. 527p. $5.95. 

This excellent collection lives Saints, sixty-seven 
all, illustrated not only forty-eight color repro- 
ductions paintings, many recognized masters 
art, but also and more importantly for the reader 
excerpts from the writings those saints whose writ- 
ings are extant. One does not expect find, for ex- 
ample, letter from Saint Monica her son; but 
pleasure have excerpt from that son’s Confes- 


Aug. 
Nov. 
Oct. 
sity 
nts; 


150 Khan Gide Highet Hofstadter Smith 


sions and City God appended admirably con- 
densed biography Saint Augustine. Part his letter 
Marcellina and translations two his hymns 
make Saint Jerome more real us; and admirers 
Saint Patrick will rejoice finding the hymn attributed 
his authorship, Lorica, attached the story his 
amazing life. 


The book handsomely bound embossed boards 
the edition have hand; there also available 
larger price what must much handsomer edition 
bound leather. Those oare looking for ac- 
ceptable Christmas gift send any cherished friend 
will find this Lives the Saints admirable choice. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Khan, The Aga The Memoirs Aga Khan 
Simon Schuster. Sept. 24, 1954. 367p. $6.00. 


The Aga Kahn one the few surviving links be- 
tween the world the hydrogen bomb and that 
Queen Victoria, between world that may soon destroy 
itself and one that can never possibly 
tically all his former associates and friends, many 
them members the European nobility, have left this 
vale tears, possibly for better land. The man who 
knew Victoria and Kaiser Wilhelm and Kitchener and 
Lloyd George lived become acquainted with such 
diverse characters Hitler and Gandhi and Eliza- 
beth II. 

Born 1877, the age eight the Aga Khan was 
installed the spiritual head, Imam, the Ismaili 
branch the Shia sect Muslims. direct descend- 
ant the prophet Mohammed, the spiritual 
leader millions the Islamic world, from China 
South Africa. The Aga Khan became well acquainted 
England 1898. Later was travel over most 
the world, including the United States. Invariably 
was serve moderating influence wherever his 
followers found themselves difficulty. The English 
officials India found him very helpful many times, 
but was never able make them realize that their 
contemptuous attitude toward the people India 
would eventually make necessary for them, the Eng- 
lish, leave. experienced the same difficulty 
Egypt. There much the book about English-Indian 
relations which may not marked interest many 
American readers. 


During World War his influence was exerted strongly 
favor the Allies. World War wes again 
helpful the English many ways. general, his 
appraisals others are very generous; has something 
good say even former King Farouk Egypt. 
is, however, quite critical the German people and 
their attitude toward the outbreak World War II. 
The Aga Kahn served President the League 
Nations 1937, one may expect find many com- 
ments international affairs. The tenets the Mus- 
lim faith are explained various chapters the book 
but not argumentative manner. stresses the 
Muslim’s belief that marriage simply contract, not 
sacrament. the author not embarrassed 
the fact that now living with his fourth wife. 
Divorces, easily obtained, made the successive marriages 
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possible. Rita Hayworth, his former daughter-in-law 
mentioned, but without bitterness. The book, like the 
author himself, serves bridge for reaching back toa 
colorful era that gone forever. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


* * 


Gide, Andre The Immoralist 


Vintage. (K-8) 147p. $0.95. 
Highet, Gilbert The Art Teaching 
Vintage. (K-1) 259p. $0.95. 


Hofstadter, Richard 

The American Political Tradition 
Vintage. (K-9) $0.95. 
Alfred Knopf, under the new colophon Vintage 
Books, joins the number publishers providing attrac- 
tive and valuable reprints prices easily within the 
means every reader, with first group seven titles, 
which the above-listed three have come hand. 
The books are well printed good grade paper 
and bound stiff paper; they are size which will 
fit conveniently the pocket and will not unsightly 
the bookshelf. 


While true that Gide loses great deal his force 
translation—his exquisite style French, more than 
his thought philosophy, won him acclaim—his de- 
spairingly cynical outlook man’s world, 
without divine light strength, epitomized this 
short novel which tells aesthete’s attraction for 
the ugly and the mean, his attraction toward the per- 
verse and evil. 


Professor Highet’s book teaching thoroughly 
lightful and (if common-sense not 
rather quite uncommon). appreciation 
classical heritage and warm understanding the 
vocation teaching makes him admirably fitted 
defend the teacher’s art against the trend 
sionalism and jobbery. Every parent, well every 
teacher, could read this book with profit. 


Mr. Hofstadter’s treatises various aspects our 
political traditions—attitudes toward class distinctions, 
the rights landholders and private ownership, the 
distinction between state and federal jurisdiction, the 
conduct foreign affairs are treated from the historical 
approach and are well worth reading and pondering. 


have come expect high quality from the Knopf 
house; the reprint series has been auspiciously begun 
and welcome and valuable addition such other 
series Rinehart’s, Random House, and Harper’s. 


Smith, Chard Powers Yankees and God 
Hermitage. Nov. 18, 1954. 528p. $6.50. 


This challenge book. obviously appraisal 
American Puritan culture, apparently 
wrought, yet troublesome, querulous and vulner- 
able. will hardly amuse anyone; may offend some 
and can irritate many. Many its observations, 
many its premises, and considerable amount its 
conclusions are open question. fact, its rebuttal 
would involve volumes reply the theological, 
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sociological, economic and sociological theories and 
theses presents. Yet exhibits considerable amount 
erudition and mean display scholarship. 


Its principal aim examine Puritan culture, making 
note its intermittent rise and decline, surveying its 
influence throughout Greater New England, contrasting 
its effect with the only other American culture which 
Mr. Smith acknowledges—the aristocratic culture 
the South—spanning, course, three centuries, from 
1630 1960. the pursuit this objective, also 
pleads for return rational religion, (such was 
pristine Puritanism the view the author), but 
with the added blending Buddhism, result 
global Puritanism. Incidentally, throughout the whole 
study are found social criticism and questionable 
perspective the whole American history. 


Practically every sentence invites least debate. There 
is, for instance, the contention that culture more 
than three centuries old. Again all Christian sects, 
well Catholicity, are accused hedging the doc- 
trine predestination. Furthermore, many the 
characteristics attributed the Puritans, such their 
dour view life upon earth, are dismissed untrue. 
Another debatable thesis that the primacy 
human reason—that sufficient satisfy the Chris- 
tian’s religious needs. Finally, there the very dubious 
argument that rational Puritanism, aided and abetted 
Buddhistic repose, can alone solve all the problems 
which beset modern man. 


Though impossible summarize its content, this 
book does represent disillusioned and desperate think- 


ing, revealing mind, groping for ultimate answer 
the present chaos—an answer, however, that must 


have spiritual base. For such good will and good 
intention, the author commended, even though 
there certain amount error misinformation 
hindering his quest. cite but few instances which 
make the objectivity this cultural history ineffective, 
may reveal the nature this work. For example, 
Loras College, (formerly Columbia College and 
Roman Catholic educational institution), does not owe 
its origin cultural allegiance Puritanism, and was 
founded 1839, not 1832. Again—the American 
mob because allegedly supports Senator McCarthy! 


However, there need for indulging extensive 
criticism, for this work will appeal, all, only 
theolegians, historians, economists, and 
reading demands too much background, too much cul- 
tural knowledge, and scholar’s interest, since 
formidably arrayed with awe-inspiring documentation, 
sufficient frighten away the general reader. 

Brendan Larnen, O.P., 

Providence College, 


Providence Rhode Island 


Marshall, Bruce Thoughts Cats 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 15, 1954. 111p. $2.75. 

This book about cats—many cats. paraphrase 
saying “For those who love cats, explanation 
necessary. For those who don’t like cats, explana- 
tion possible!” 
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addition being book about cats, also 
insight into the philosophy and psychology the au- 
thor. 


Read only for its entertainment value the work offers 
many amusing stories about cats——their fads and 


their loves and hates and their romantic inter- 


ludes. This witty, urbane and thoroughly enjoy- 
able piece. Several human characters are introduced, 
not the least whom Abbe Zannuzzielli, Italian 
priest living France. Some the Abbe’s remarks 
are destined repeated many times over readers. 


The main thread the Thoughts Cats the 
long line cats, fifteen all, who took residence 
with the author. All are described full detail 
that the reader left with clear picture feline per- 
sonality. The life dog leaves much desired 
when compared with the pampered, luxurious life 
these cats. 


While Marshall purportedly uses the book tell about 
his life with cats, actually uses vehicle 
express his deep feelings about cruelty animals, his 
indignation with the church for never having heard 
sermon against cruelty animals. 
the question pain among animals and wonders 
how the tortures mouse being torn apart cat 
can reconciled the existence merciful God. 


There also rather warm roasting the “Church 
Dormant” Spain, whose clergy are portrayed 
“bumbling their stalls while Christianity goes 
uncomprehended the people that bulls are gored 
and tortured their own dung honour the 


Mother God.” 


While Marshall waxes indignant inhumanities his 
feline friends, does not get too perturbed about 
suffering among humans. admits that visit 
institution for epileptics and the mentally ill disturbed 
him, but doesn’t disturb deeply over them 
does about his cats. 


Taken humorous essay catdom and feline psy- 
chology the book well worth the reading. The reader 
who concerned with human suffering, loss human 
liberty and the crushing the human spirit many 
parts the globe, may feel that great has been 
made about nothing. 


The style light and easy although many readers may 
find frequent references other writers and the use 
Latin, French and Italian words and sentences 
little bewildering. 


Perhaps Marshall’s regular readers will the type 
capable understanding multilingual approach. 
not conviction that cat lovers are this breed. 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, 

Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 


Weinreb, Nathaniel Norsen The Sorceress 
Doubleday. Sept. 23, 1954. 312p. $3.95. 
the village Kedesh the land Canaan lived 


Dael, the son Abinoam, skilled metal worker whose 
ambition was become master craftsman finish- 
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ing his training Egypt. the tribe Naphtali, 
Dael had interest the worship Jehovah 
the struggle for freedom against Jabin, King Canaan, 
until the king decreed that Israelite could work 
metal and met and fell love with Deborah, 
judge Israel from Ramah. 


Rebelling against the King and seeking sanctuary 
privileged city Deborah’s instigation, Dael meets Ard 
who trains him fighter the Greek style. Re- 
christened Barak, Dael and Ard gather fortune 
fighting and make their way Egypt where they re- 
veal Pharaoh, Jabin’s secret weapon, 
chariot, which might used war Canaan 
against Egypt. Having gained the Pharoah’s favor, 
Dael (Barak) apprenticed metalsmith and be- 
comes master craftsman. Meanwhile Jabin has been 
seeking Dael’s return for match with his champion 
Bashan and Deborah has been negotiating 
have Dael chosen leader the tribes Israel 
rebellion against Jabin. 


When Jabin finally arrests Deborah for sorcery Dael 
agrees return and fight the Bull Bashan under safe 
conduct from Jabin with Deborah’s release the prize. 
When Dael almost beaten the Bull’s illegitimate 
methods finally calls upon Jehovah for assistance 
and wins the fight. then takes leadership Israel, 
plans and executes the battle the Plain Esdraelon, 
celebrated the Song Deborah, whereby Jabin was 
overthrown and the Israelites gained freedom. 


tale adventure and romance The Sorceress, 
based material taken from the Book Judges and 


author who claims descent from the tribe 
Benjamin, suitable for adult readers. 


Brinkley, William 

The Deliverance Sister Cecilia 
Farrar, Straus Young. Nov. 10, 1954. 360p. $3.75. 
Much the praise which this book will merit due 
William Brinkley, assistant editor Life maga- 
zine, whom Sister Cecilia told this story and who 
has been clever enough writer let Sister Cecilia 
herself shine through perfect focus and with 
intrinsic harmony. would have been easy for 
him have “polished” the narrative and doing 
have eliminated that sure note sincerity which 
even the chapter headings convey. Congratulations 
Mr. Brinkley! 


Sister Cecilia’s story, story peace and fear and 
flight, story panic and calm and safety, not 
new story even Americans. But such laughing good 
humor, such good-fellowship with Saint Joseph, such 
depths people’s faith have rarely before been pic- 
tured clearly. Sister Cecilia plaster saint; 
whether the Holy Habit, polka dot dress, 
ski pants and zebra sweater, she is, instead, living 
breathing woman who really passed all the tests (even 
the funny ones) before she made her vows, and since 
then has lived for God and loved Him, especially 
the little children whom she nursed taught. 


Perhaps the most exciting part the book that which 
tells her escape from the Communists. But the 
most interesting and the most original sections are those 


Brinkley Brick Kramer 


Best 


which Sister Cecilia describes the seed and flower 
time her own vocation. The passages about her 
father, her Tato, are done with fineness and finesse 
rarely met with. 


This book for everyone. enjoyable from 
ginning end, and more than enjoyable, 
provoking. Parts appeared Life magazine 
the May 17, 1954 issue; but even you read that, 
would not spoil the book for you; the whole story 
far greater than any one its parts. 


Sister Mary William, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Brick, John They Ran for Their Lives 
Doubleday. Sept. 1954. 287p. $3.50. 


Three short stories from the pen versatile John Brick 
comprise the present book. Two them have seen 
previous publication the pulps; all deal with escapes 
prisoners. “The Captives” Jack 
militiamen stationed fort the Wyoming Valley, 
were captured Senecas while forbidden hunting 
trip. Taken Catherine Montour’s village they lived 
Senecas for almost year, each falling love with 
Sally, another captive. the following summer, 
hearing the approach Sullivan’s punitive column, 
they escaped while the Indians were drunkenly cele- 
brating minor triumph. Escape for Steve and Sally 
was made possible when Jack gave his life delay 
Indian pursuers. 


“Message for Uncle Billy” tells the story two Union 
cavalrymen captured and imprisoned Andersonville. 
Matt and Eben stole horses and escaped, with one being 
wounded the process. They found refuge with 
Union-sympathizing widow Confederate officer 
her isolated plantation. After successfully hiding 
there for time Matt rode General Sherman with 
the message that, unless rescue came quickly, Union 
prisoners Andersonville would starve. 


“Riflemen’s Run” Ben Tyne, Pennsylvania 
man, captured during Arnold’s assault Quebec, 
escaped and, avoiding Indians, made his way down the 
St. Lawrence and across the woods toward St. John’s 
until his ankles were injured fall. managed 
survive and finally rejoin Arnold just ahead 
British column. 


Background material all three stories excellent; 
plots are sound but not novel; these are good short 
stories, packed with action and suitable for adult 
readers only because one two immoral incidents. 


Kramer, Dale The Heart Henry 
Rinehart. Oct. 1954. 323p. $5.00. 


William Sidney Porter, who wrote over 200 short stories 
the first ten years this century and known 
the most frequently used his many noms plume 
Henry, had life story well worth telling; and 
Mr. Kramer’s “romantic biography,” terms it, 
probably good way tell one could wish. 
The method Mr. Kramer uses artfully transmutes 
great deal research into what reads almost like 
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novel; recreates scenes and conversations though 
either were himself present had simply imagined 
them. The facts are that much the conversation 
and most the descriptions scenes (as those the 
drug-store Greensboro, C., where Will Porter was 
employed youth), are reported folks who knew 
Will Porter well, having lived with him, are 
found his letters. That Mr. Kramer has supplied 
some details is, course, inevitable. But the reader 
should assured that this biography not less authen- 
tic for being “romantic.” 


Will Porter’s life was romantic. His childhood and 
young manhood the small North Carolina town 
was deeply influenced his home: his father had 
been doctor, but took drink when his wife 
Will was only three the time—and the old man let 
his practice slip away, devoting his time the inven- 
tion many feckless gadget, the most important 
which was perpetual motion machine. Will’s early 
years were dominated his pipe-smoking grandmother 
and his hard-bitten Aunt Lina. had developed 
tuberculosis, too; and, though was red-haired, 
kept his temper mild and avoided altercation and 
dispute. the circumstances, his imagination devel- 
oped high degree; was popular story-teller 
even lad. And had talent for sketching, 
mostly caricatures and cartoons. What would have 
happened him had remained Greensboro 
easy enough conjecture: would have died early, 
mourned those who liked the boy—and that would 
have been most every one who knew him. 


But Dr. Hall took Porter Texas with him, 
when went visit his sons there. And Will re- 
mained the ranch with Dick Hall and his wife, 
Betty; knew and admired the hero-like Texas ranger, 
Lee Hall; improved health and spirit, not 
drifted into Austin take job, 
after three years with the Halls out the mesquite 
country. was well received and was working regu- 
larly good enough wage when finally got enough 
courage elope with Athol Roach. distaste 
for figures and the general slovenliness with which the 
Bank, where was teller, was run resulted his 
being accused embezzling $5000.00. Since and 
another Austinian had already started publication 
weekly, The Rolling Stone, suspicion was that had 
poured the money taken into that disastrous venture. 
was finally indicted, but ran away Honduras; 
then, when his wife was taken desperately ill, returned 
face charges. Meantime, had been contributing 
“lines” various papers and magazines, and finally 
managed sell some stories. His wife died, and Will 
went begged enough money from the 
publishers Ainslee’s New York, and there 
lived until his death 1910. 


Porter quoted saying that his “formula” for his 
stories was logical for most the tale, then (ex- 
plaining his “surprise twist endings”), illogical 
life itself. was free with money when had 
and had way promising stories and drawing 
advance upon them they were 
kent him always behindhand meeting deadlines and 
obligations. frequently had published several stories 
issue, each under different pseudonym. 
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impatient this practice would make any editor, 
seems have been universally liked and respected. 

Anyone who has read the stories 
name suggested him the name pharmacolo- 
gist had read his drugstore days, Etienne- 
Ossian Henry—will find this biography their creator 
intriguing and ironical anything wrote. 
author’s note, accounting for sources, and rather 
thorough-going index add the intrinsic value the 
book. should recommended addition any 


library. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Guardini, Romano The Lord 
Translated from the German Elinor Castendyk Briefs.) 
Regnery. Nov. 16, 1954. 535p. $6.50. 
This book which the reviewer found fascinating 
read, but difficult review. was expected 
book Monsignor Guardini, whose worldwide repu- 
theology and writer spiritual and theological 
books which have been translated into many languages, 
there are many, many good things over which the per- 
ceptive reader will linger with appreciation and awe, 
and which the reviewer would like quote. 
First all, the author did not intend write Life 
Christ the form scientific history, such 
exemplified well the now classic Life Christ 
written Fernand Prat (recently translated John 
Heenan, nor this haphazard collection 
reflections incidents the life Jesus. The book 
divided into seven parts: the Beginnings (of the life 
Jesus); Message and Promise; The Decision; the 
Road Jerusalem; The Last Days; Resurrection and 
Transfiguration, Time and Eternity. Any reader familiar 
with the accepted biographies Christ will see that 
Monsignor Guardini has followed the historical de- 
velopment the career the Word made Flesh. 
Within each part the book the author tries lead 
the reader keener insight and deeper appreciation 
the meaning the words and deeds Jesus throw- 
ing that history the fullest light the complete 
revelation the eternal truths made known men 
God. results book which this reader found 
thrilling and illuminating. The reviewer thinks this 
caution should noted: the author expects his readers 
familiar with facts the history Christ. 
The translation from the German reads well. There 
are some obvious errors which seem those the 
translator; these can easily corrected subsequent 
editions. Both translator and publisher are con- 
and felicitated making available 
American audience book which this reviewer will 
reread with care and profit. 

William Herlihy, 


University Scranton 
* 


Burton, Katherine Children’s Shepherd 
Kenedy. Oct. 21, 1954. 236p. $3.75. 

One the great limitations social work the 
inability the social worker narrate the story 
his work human, readable fashion. The profession 
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has largely had depend those outside the profes- 
sion tell its deeply human and moving story. 
dren’s Shepherd such story, the biography 
pioneer child care America, told professional 
writer. 


The central figure this intensely interesting work 
Father John Christopher Drumgoole, Irish immi- 
grant who entered the U.S. way New York 
1824. The sole support his widowed mother John 
Drumgoole yearned become priest, but family 
responsibilities prevented it. the age having 
many obstacles, was ordained, and 
then embarked career that was profoundly 
affect the lives thousands children both during 
his lifetime and after his death. 


1868 New York was city teeming with homeless 
children. There were over 40,000 them 
city, begging, stealing and sleeping alleys, 
buildings and doorways. that year alone over 4600 
such boys and girls were arrested for drunkenness and 
petty crimes. Appalled the conditions witnessed, 
Father Drumgoole first started club for boys his 
church. This was only beginning for envisioned 
greater things. His decision open home for home- 
less boys was fortified the actions agencies which 
were sending countless thousands children the 
newly opened mid-west where they were taken into 
farmer’s homes, only lose all contact with their own 
families. Over 10,000 such children were separated 
from their families. Disturbed this violation 


family integrity and stimulated the plea the 


Second Plenary Council for Catholic child care insti- 
tutions, Father Drumgoole sought for ways help. 
1870 was installed Chaplain home for 
such children opened members the St. Vincent 
Paul Society New York City. One year later 
took over its direction and started life devoted 
the care and education children. 

His first home was for homeless working boys. The 
boys paid five cents for each meal and five cents for 
lodgings each night. Lack money, difference race 
religion were barriers. Before long was feed- 
ing and sheltering close 200 boys day. Cognizant 
the need for education started classes 
the 3R’s. 

1875 began taking boys too young work 
and his financial problems grew acute. bazaar net- 
ted him $14,000 and this gave him his start. Private 
contributions plus twenty-five cents annual dues his 
Union St. Joseph raised additional funds. Before 
his death this Union grew have 300,000 members 
all over the world. 


With insight into child psychology that was well 
ahead his times, Father Drumgoole planned new 
home where every child would have private cubicle 
for his room containing his bed, wash basin and locker 
which the boy alone had the key. The new home, 
and another one later built Staten Island were built 
without one cent debt. 1887 was caring for 
1300 children both institutions. Unusual features 
these homes were the initiation vocational train- 
ing trades and agriculture well regular academic 
studies. gift $100,000 later helped him open 


home for blind girls. 
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the time his death 1888, Father Drumgoole 
had not only erected and directed these homes, 
also helped support hundreds missionaries through 
mass stipends, took part action that resulted 
legislation making mandatory for children 
placed institutions their own religious persuasion 
and played active role the development child 
care services. 


The author has written well man who revolution- 
ized child welfare services America. story 
faith God, love children and unquenchable 
thirst “unto the least these” what Christ 
Himself would have done. 


well supported research and authoritative records. 
story great spirit spending itself great 
cause, worthy the attention all social workers 
and those interested any way with the care the 
dependent, neglected and homeless children. 
once inspiration and challenge, and glory the 
Church which Father Drumgoole was faithful 


priest. 
John Baldi, 
Chairman, 
Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 


McCarthy, Gilbert 

The Queen the Kitchen 
Scribner. Sept. 14, 1954. 232p. $3.00. 
Here another book recipes for “Informal meals 
all kinds,” with the accent the “quick-and-easy” 
methods. From the first, Florence” kind 
casserole variation lasagne) the last, 
Pecan-Coconut Slices (cookies) there amazing 
variety involving some dizzy combinations, e.g., “The 
Thing,” compounded pretzel sticks, Cheeries, rice 
Ralstons, pecans, walnuts, chili garlic season- 
ing, celery seed, and fat, baked for minutes (“if 
packed cellophane bags this mixture will keep fresh 
almost Personally, think such cook- 
book this should not entrusted any but the 
accomplished chef cuisine, who would know before- 
hand whether this that would work, i.e., 
able after preparation. suppose the 500-odd recipes 
have been tried out; but one would like see before- 
and-after affidavits from the victims. that, might 
fun see what happens mixed group which 
comes with, let say, Menu No. 13: Beef- 
steak and Kidney Pie; baked Zucchini; lettuce with 
rocquefort-beer dressing; pineapple 
ticularly after couple manhattan daiquiri’s! 
Watch out, everybody. The Queen the kitchen. 

s = 


White, Lionel Find Killer 
Dutton. Dec. 1954. 192p. $2.75. 

find fresh formula for detective story must 
frustrating challenge fiction-writers the grue-and- 
clue league. Mr. White tries variation the theme 
having his detective plot kill his wife, suspi- 
cion infidelity, while tracking down the 
derer night-club singer. The moral level the 
story that the cheapest tough-talk trash; and its 
literary level higher. Jaded adults, already cal- 
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the wayward ways this school murder- 
muddlers, will probably guess who’s who and what’s 
what long before page 192; fact, you don’t know 
page 100, back Edgar Wallace. 

s a 


Gallico, Paul Love Seven Dolls 
Doubleday. Nov. 1954. 125p. $2.50. 

Isn’t this reworking the script the movie 
The charmingly pathetic and skinny little girl with big 
eyes here called Mouche, (“Skeeter”?), and she 
heading for the Seine end all, when the puppets 
carnival stall start talking her. Here the song 
she sings “Va t’en” instead “Hi-Lee, Hi-Lilly” 
matter! This charming tale; and just the thing for 
Christmas gift anyone and everyone. There 
delicacy and wisdom here that completely capti- 
vating. The only thing not like about the book 
the title: too big for the book. should have 
preferred Mouche, which can “fly” 

Grady, 


University Scranton 


Yerby, Frank Benton’s Row 


Dial. Nov. 29, 1954. 346p. $3.50. 
Without unnecessary exposition detail, may 
related briefly that Benton’s Row the tale 
Louisiana family from the day hunted felon founded 
seducing the young wife itinerant preacher 
(ante Mexican War) the prospective birth the 
fifth generation heir male (somewhat post-World War 
between are adultery, rape, arson, murder, pros- 
titution (high grade), prostitution (low grade), em- 
bezzlement, blackmail, larceny, and myriads other 
crimes all juicily and rolled together 
pseudo-Freudian melange, enough undermine the 
entire Viennese school. 
Mightily denominated the publisher four gener- 
ation novel the South” better labeled trash 
three dimensions made more unpalatable the 
author’s ridiculous aping literary mannerisms the 
more pretentious Southerner, Faulkner. 
Strictly disregarded readers all levels. 
Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Pocket Print 
the month’s crop releases from the pint-sized 
book publishers there are four mysteries from the Dell 
Publishing Company which should good news for 
chair-born Holmeses; three are reprints work ex- 
perts the field—The Unknown Quantity Mignon 
Eberhardt, Haunted Lady Mary Roberts Rine- 
hart, and One Night With Nora (starring Mike Shayne 
the sex-and-sadism school) Brett Hal- 
liday—of which the first two are quite acceptable and 
the third, addicts suspect, the usual bad taste 
and great fun therefore. The fourth, Plain Murder, 
Forester who, besides being the man who made 
Horatio Hornblower also, one forgets times, the 
author Payment Deferred, pleasant surprise and 
expert the others. Score far, three OK, one 
NG. Price, cents each. 
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Dell also reprints two non-fiction titles: Hendrik Van 
Loon’s outdated and overrated and somewhat doubt- 
fully tendentious The Story America (35c); and Wil- 
liam Seabrook’s harrowing experiences, some twenty 
years ago, Asylum (25c). Two other “first editions,” 
(not previously printed), David Cort’s The Calm Man 
and Robert Kyle’s The Golden Urge are exhibits 
and the reason why they did not make the grade 
the $2.75 handicaps, so-so novels which Kyle’s 
seem the better because the basic idea uproar 
bank from which the vice-president has abstracted 
$50,000. And there are two more reprints, both less 
pawky and less gaudy than their covers ‘promise; one 
which muddily improbable tale American- 
in-Tunis’ infatuation with native gypsy, titled Deep 
the Night James Wellard; the other exploration 
the sordid goings-on the side-streets and cobbled 
mews London’s Soho section, slimy segment that 
city, under title The Doctor Bean Street, authored 
Simon Kent. Score for this paragraph: NG, one 
for the wary; none worth the modest fee. 


Among the Pocket Books releases for the month are 
disappointingly unsure historical novel about Carth- 
age under the Romans with Celtic captive the lead 
role, which author F.Van Wyck Mason titles The 
Barbarians; but which proves Mr. Mason more home 
American history. Also, another curiously adoles- 
cent and silly carbon-copy his earlier success 
Alfred (The Girl the Via Flaminia) Hayes which 
bears the title Love, and such thing. the 
Cardinal-Giant category reprint Stefan Zweig’s 
Marie Antoinette, which fictionalized biography but 
better than recent entry the same topic; this 50c 
the copy. The Story the World (35c) John Van 
Duyn Southworth what you might expect “his- 
tory” attempting summarize span from the pre- 
Stone Age yesterday Korea; eclectic and erratic. 
Pocket Books editor Franklin Watts trying new 
venture first Pocket-Book Magazine, which sells 
35c the copy and has articles Philip Wylie, (he 
thinks the U.S.A. has degenerated from matriarchy into 
pediarchy), Thurman Arnold, Emily Hahn, Chester 
Bowles, and twelve other less-well-known writers 
subjects ranging from psychiatry taxes, from music 
moslems. just might catch on. 


Ballantine has good science-fiction entry Chad 
Oliver’s Shadows the Sun which not reprint 
and about strange town strange people Texas 
and has chilly probability. Martin Dibner’s tough- 
talking novel Pacific Navy World War II, The 
Deep Six Permabook’s best entry for this month. 
Tic-Polonga Russ Anderton warmed-over 
Oppenheim about mayhem and murder for 
jewels. Escape the Thunder Lonnie Coleman was 
shocker over decade past which might better 
have been left unreprinted. 

Too Funny for Words, edited Bill Yates for Dell 
“first edition,” collection captionless car- 
toons “for people who can’t read”; but the drawings 
are reduced scale fit two and three the two- 
bit sized format are tempted say Too Funny for 


Words TOO SMALL see. 


The publishers seem trying balance the scales 
against the lubricious stuff offered adding some reli- 
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gious titles their catalogues. The Book Prayers 
(compiled for Protestant worship and graced in- 
troductory essay Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick 
“The Strength Personal another Dell 
“first edition” (No. 38). may antidote 
number its other titles. Meanwhile, Pocket Books 
has Cardinal (35c) Edition (C-155) prayers 
all (?) faiths: Minute Prayers, edited Chris- 
topher Cross, name which sounds very much like 
nom-de-plume. The Protestant section, pages 121 
includes calendar “important Protestant holidays” 
(every Sunday, plus several other days not universally 
observed Protestants); pages 124 234 are devoted 
Catholic prayers and calendar saints’ days, 
(every day the year), and almost all the prayers are 
orthodox, many attributed either approved prayer 
book individual priests. Pages 236 326 contain 
Jewish prayers, with introductory five pages ex- 
planation “Prayer Judaism”; and here, too, most 
the prayers are orthodox. “The Christian Science 
Approach Prayer” with few samples from Mary 
Baker Eddy occupies 328 335. Peace Soul 
Bishop Fulton Sheen now available (as Decem- 
ber Permabook pocket edition and will 
doubtless sell well and help many more than its 
original best-selling editions over twenty printings 
hard covers (English; has also been translated into 
least six European languages). sound reading 
and for all faiths. 


Five Alarm Funeral Stewart Sterling (Dell’s 816th 
title 25c) whodidit with arson instead arsenic. 
Fire Marshall Ben Pedley has hard time tracking down 
the criminal who sets series seemingly random fires 
and about New York City; barely escapes with 
his life and the love interest from final fire. Hard- 
boiled but good enough, you don’t mind 
able vendetta-motif. Name Michael Sibley 
(Dell No. 813, 25c) Jchn Bingham British 
do-it which, after overmuch bushbeating and gradual- 
recall leaves you wondering whether the author himself 
had made his mind which which. John Prosset 
was murdered someone; was Mike Sibley who had 
hated him since schooldays, but specially for what 
did was Herbert Day? does mat- 
Slow and sleep-inducing. 

Rogue’s Holiday Hamilton Cochran 35c belay- 
and-ahoydenish romp starring busty latin doll who 
supposed have been Blackbeard the Pirate’s last and 
lethal wife, (number 13). She goes for prisoner May- 
nard who has other interests besides his commission 
but needs help. For adventure fans who don’t mind 
lapses historical, literary and moral. 


REPRINT 

Berenson, Bernard Aesthetics and History 
Anchor. Oct. 1954. 283p. $0.85. 

About half-way through his first chapter, Bernard 
Berenson admits that has read little philosophy. 
That fact had been obvious from the opening para- 
graphs his work. Yet does not prevent Berenson 
from choosing write subject which nature 
philosophical. Even superficial knowledge the 
philosophies fundamental Western culture would 
prevent the careless handling such terms form 


and content, value, style and material and technique 
evidenced here. writer may disagree with the 
tenets philosophy has mind to, provided 
first shows evidence knowing what with which 
disagrees. The theory aesthetics developed 
Berenson confusedly and hopelessly formless 
the worst the modern paintings that glibly 
condemns. 


When Berenson alludes the other arts for com- 
parisons contrasts, his incompetence even more 
apparent. Musicians and poets—or real critics 
either these fields—should incensed the 
dilletante judgments concerning their importance and 
limitations. 


These considerations condition the reader doubt 
Berenson’s competence critic the “visual arts.” 
Berenson places all the value art not the work 
art itself but the effect that art has its 
Its value its “life ability 
cause the viewer experience “ideated 
tion” with the subject the painting sculpture and 
thus become “more hopefully, more zestfully alive.” 
enlarging this theory his, Berenson slips the 
worst sort romanticism. 


the last chapter this book, entitled “Art 
History Specifically,” that Berenson his best. Here 
speaking generally about something which 
enthusiastically interested. Here the reader can sur- 
render himself pleasant style and delight the 
almost meaningless exuberance Berenson the 
noisseur. Other than this there little value the 
book. Berenson states that “lover” art—not 
authority, not critic. should have learned 
his eighty-odd years life that the sweet nothings 
lover become only ridiculous when offered for public 
consumption. 

Joan Lonergan, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 


year’s subscription $4.00 ($4.50 Canadian 
and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 
able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 
who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 
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